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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
(“Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt”)
21 April 2013

Tone 5—St Mary of Egypt; Hieromartyr Januarius, Bishop of Benevento, and his
companions (ca. 305); Hieromartyr Theodore of Perge in Pamphylia, and those with
him (2nd c.); Martyrs Isaac, Apollos, and Quadratus, of Nicomedia (303). Maximian,
Patriarch of Constantinople (434).

FIRST ANTIPHON
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with
strength and hath girt Himself! He established the world which shall not be
shaken! (R.:) Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who can cause all his praises to
be heard? Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed
from the hand of the enemy. (R.:)
Glory… Now and ever… (R.:)

SECOND ANTIPHON
Let them praise the Lord for His mercies, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men.
(R.:) O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead: save
us who sing to Thee, “Alleluia”!

Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the people, and praise Him in the
seat of the elders. (R.:)
The eyes of the Lord are upon those that fear Him, upon those that hope in
His mercy, to hear the groaning of the prisoners, to loose the sons of the
slain. (R.:) Glory… Now and ever… (Only begotten Son …)
TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 5): Let us believers praise and
worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the
Virgin for our salvation; for He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the
flesh, to suffer death, and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
TROPARION FOR ST. MARY OF EGYPT (Tone 8): In thee the image was
preserved with exactness, O Mother; for taking up thy cross, thou didst follow
Christ, and by thy deeds thou didst teach us to overlook the flesh, for it
passeth away, but to attend to the souls since it is immortal. Wherefore, O
righteous Mary, thy spirit rejoiceth with the Angels.
TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT (Tone 4, Russian): Like the
zealous Elijah thou didst become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright
ways. A dweller in the wilderness, thou didst steady the world by prayer. O
Father Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
KONTAKION OF THE ORDINARY SUNDAYS (Tone 4): O undisputed
intercessor of Christians, the mediatrix unrejected by the Creator: turn not
away from the voice of our petitions, though we be sinners. Come to us in
time with aid, as we cry unto thee in faith, for thou art good. Hasten to us
with intercessions O Theotokos, who dost ever intercede for those who honor
thee.
LIVING: pr. Joseph, Richard, Sam, Lisa, Richard (Johns), George (Geordiades),
Bill, Ed, Peter, Georgia and Scot, Karen, Victoria, Diane, Sula, Dollie, Dolores,
Angelica, Karyn, Ignatius and Amy, Jonathan and Joanna, Andrei and Nyoka,
Benjamin, John, Hilda.
DEPARTED: Helen (Fr. Wargo’s mother), Andy (Michaels),Jeannie (Ferver)
Edmund, Richard, Dolores Patricia, Leatrice, Ed, Joseph, Fred (Dollie’s uncle),
Bob, Michael, Gabriel, Eugenia, Trevor.

S

TODAY’S APOSTLE READING
Prokeimenon: Make your vows to the Lord our God, and perform them.

God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel.
The Reading is from the Epistle to the Hebrews
(Heb 6:13-20)
BRETHREN: when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to
come, then through a greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with
hands (that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy
Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with
the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the
purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
In reading about the Old Testament temple as a foreshadowing of the new
covenant in Christ, the emphasis so far has been on the person of Jesus
Christ. He is both fully man and fully God, and as such is our perfect
“bridge” to God, our true High Priest. Today we hear about the type of
sacrifice He brought.
Like our churches, the Temple had two rooms: a larger one—the outer
chamber or “holy place”— and a smaller one behind it—the inner chamber
or “holy of holies” (similar to our altar room). The inner chamber was
separated from the outer chamber through a heavy curtain (similar to our
iconostasis). This structure of the Temple had deep symbolic meaning. The
inner chamber, or “holy of holies,” represented the Presence of God,
inaccessible to fallen humanity. However, at the time of Christ’s death on the
cross, the curtain guarding the entrance to the inner chamber was torn from
top to bottom. In short, we now have access to God (symbolically, we have
gained admission into the inner chamber) because Jesus our high priest has
entered into the presence of God on our behalf.
But the high priest, who entered the inner chamber once a year, on the
Day of Atonement, would bring an animal sacrifice. What sort of sacrifice did
Christ bring? Well, the answer to this question was given centuries before it
actually happened by the prophet Isaiah: All of us had wandered off like

sheep; each of us had strayed off on his own path. But the Lord laid upon
him [Christ] the sin of us all. Like a lamb led to the slaughter, like a sheep
silent before the shearers, he was silent and opened not his mouth. He
poured out his soul to death, he bore the sin of many, and made intercession
for sinners.
Our high priest comes before God on behalf of all humanity, just as the
high priests of old would intercede for Israel; but rather than sacrifice a
lamb—as a sign of repentance—our high priest offers Himself up; he pours
Himself out, as He is the Lamb of God. At the Divine Liturgy, while the
people are singing the Cherubic Hymn, the priest prays a long prayer that
ends with these words: You, Christ our God, are the one who offers and the

one who is offered, the one who receives and the one who is distributed …
And Christ did not enter the Jerusalem Temple for a ritual offering, but
entered “a greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands”: He
entered heaven (the very reality that the temple symbolized!) and opened for
us direct access to God himself. That is why we can call God “Father,”
counting ourselves children of God.

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING
The Reading is from the Gospel according to Saint Mark
(Mk 10:32-45)
At that time Jesus took the twelve aside, and he began to tell them what was
to happen to him, saying, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son
of man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock
him, and spit upon him, and scourge him, and kill him; and after three days
he will rise." And James and John, the sons of Zebedee came forward and said
to him, "Master, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." And he
said to them, "What do you want me to do for you?" And they said to him,
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory."
But Jesus, said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am
baptized?" And they said to him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The
cup that I drink you will drink; and the baptism with which I am baptized,
you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to

grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." And when the ten
heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them
to him and said to them, "You know that those who are supposed to rule
over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority
over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you
must be the slave of all. For the Son of man himself came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Today’s Gospel offers a very unflattering portrait of the disciples of our
Lord. James and John (two of the three closest disciples—the third one being
Peter) decide to “cash in” on their status as friends of the Lord. “We want
you to do for us whatever we ask of you!” More specifically, they want to
share his divine glory. The problem with their request was that they
imagined it to be about power and honor, about ruling over the entire world.
And the other disciples, as soon as they find out, are immediately angry at
the two. Why should James and John get ahead of everyone else?
The Gospel makes it clear that the demand and the entire disagreement
is childish and embarrassing for the disciples. The Lord Himself very firmly
chastises them: “it shall not be so among you! Whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you
must be the slave of all. For the Son of man himself came not to be served
but to serve!” The glory of the Kingdom is not about ruling over others, but
about service. The model is Christ himself.
Why does Saint Mark tell us this story about the disciples? Obviously,
because he thinks that the lesson Christ gave to James and John still applies
to his readers. Think of the many times when appeal to God and faith is used
to gain and exercise power, to coerce or manipulate others into submission.
Note also that James and John make their move immediately after the
Lord foretells His impending Passion (“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem;
… and they will mock the Son of man, and spit upon him, and scourge him,
and kill him; and after three days he will rise”). The lesson to take with us, as
we are now approaching Holy Week, is that the way to the true glory of God
is through the humility of the Cross.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: meeting of the parish council, to discuss Jan-March financial report.
Next Saturday, April 27 (“Saturday of Lazarus”), 10 AM:
 General commemoration of the departed. On the Church remembers the Lord’s
miracle of rising his friend Lazarus, who had been dead for four days. We will
commemorate all former parishioners, and all our in our families and among our
friends departed. Please come to remember and to pray for your dear ones.
 Clean-up in preparation for Pascha.

Wednesday, 4/24, 6pm: Our parish is hosting the last Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts!

SERVICES DURING HOLY WEEK
 Monday, 4/29, 6:30pm

Bridegroom Service

 Tuesday, 4/30, 6:30pm

Bridegroom Service

 Wednesday, 5/1, 6:30pm

Service of Holy Unction.
Bishop Thomas will be with us.
Come for the service and to receive our bishop!

 Thursday, 5/2, 6:30pm

Bridegroom Service (The 12 Passion Gospels)

 Friday, 5/3,

4:00pm
6:30pm

Vespers of Unnailing
Service of the Lamentations

 Saturday, 5/4

11:00pm

Ceremony of Light, Matins, Divine Liturgy
Blessing of baskets, potluck meal

Saturday, June 15—Andrei Șerbănescu and Nyoka Lewis are getting married!

Everyone is invited to the service as well as to the banquet following.
2 pm:
Betrothal and Crowning ceremony
3:30 pm: Banquet at the Ukrainian Hall

Mark your calendars!

