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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
13 November 2011
On this day, we commemorate St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of
Constantinople (407); Martyrs Antoninus, Nicephorus, and Germanus, of
Cæsarea in Palestine (308); Martyr Manetha of Cæsarea in Palestine (307308); Venerable Martyrs Damaskinos and Damian of the Great Lavra on Mt.
Athos (1681).
LIVING: Diane, Abie (Abraham), Sula, Bill, Norm, Fran, Dolores (Sipos),
Leatrice (Totin), Dolores (Bingham), Angelica, Karyn, Brian, Justin, Sara,
Miguel, Christine, Lorine, Ignatius and Aimilia, Jonathan and Joanna.
DEPARTED: Gabriel, priest James, George (Botsis), Eduard, Lance, Nancy,
Petruța, Peter, Michael, William, Mariana, James, Mary Ann, Michael.

FIRST ANTIPHON
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O Most
High! R.: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night! (R.:)
Upright is the Lord our God and there is no unrighteousness in Him (R.:)
Glory… Now and ever… (R.:)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with
strength and hath girt Himself!
(R.:) Save, O Son of God Who art risen from the dead, us who sing to
Thee, “Alleluia”!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken! (R.:)
Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days! (R.:)
Glory… Now and ever… (Only begotten Son and Word of God …)

AT THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ! Save us, O Son of God,
Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: “Alleluia”!
TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 4): Having learned the joyful
message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord
cast from them their parental condemnation and proudly broke the news to
the disciples, saying: “Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting
the world great mercy!”

Glory…
TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY (Tone 4, Russian): Like the zealous Elijah
thou didst become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways. A
dweller in the wilderness, thou didst steady the world by prayer. O Father
Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.

Now and ever …
KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS (Tone 4): O undisputed intercessor
of Christians, the mediatrix who is unrejected by the Creator, turn not away
from the voice of our petitions, although we be sinners. Come to us in time
with aid, as we cry unto thee in faith; for thou art good. Hasten to us with
intercessions O Theotokos, who dost ever intercede for those who honor thee.

S

TODAY’S APOSTLE READING
Prokeimenon: Pray and make your vows before the Lord our God!

In Judah, God is known; His name is great in Israel!
The Reading is from the Epistle to the Ephesians

(Eph 4:1-7)
Brethren: I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to live in a manner worthy of
the call you have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another through love, striving to preserve the unity of the
spirit through the bond of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you were also
called to the one hope of your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was
given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.
Saint Paul calls us to the live out our Christian faith in unity. We have
been called to the same faith, we have been initiated into the Church through
the same Baptism, and we worship the same Lord; therefore, we are all to
“live in a manner worthy of this call”—namely in unity. This unity, however,
for which we also pray during the Liturgy (“having prayed for the unity of
faith and for the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us commit ourselves, and
one another, and our whole life to Christ our God!”), although it is reflected
in some kind of administrative unity, is itself first and foremost a spiritual
reality: genuine unity of faith does not exist apart from the practice of
humility, gentleness, patience, peace, and love.
Saint Paul also speaks of God being “over all and through all and in all.”
Indeed, it is our all-present and ever-present God that constitutes the
beginning and end of our Christian unity; our part is only to cooperate with
Him, to allow His oneness to transform and shape us in deed and thought.
But the unity of God, our model, is a complex unity of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. According to Saint Irenaeus (second century), the Father is over all,
through the Son is everything brought into being, in all is the Holy Spirit is.
If the model of our Christian unity is the unity of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, then unity cannot mean uniformity. Christian unity is not, in other
words, a unity that does away with diversity, but one that affirms it. This is
evident from the last line of our text, which states that grace is given by

Christ, abundantly, but also that it is given individually, “to each of us.” In
other words, grace is given to all, yet everyone does not have the same gift, or
the same measure. We are to each other, as Saint Paul says elsewhere, like the
diverse members of the body and we ought, therefore, to “bear with one
another through love” and cultivate peace, as the bond that holds us together.
We can remind us of this fundamental Christian duty every time we cross
ourselves to confess our faith in the One God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING
The Reading is from the Gospel according to Saint Luke

(Luke 10:25-37)
At that time, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law?
How do you read?" And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to him, "You
have answered right; do this, and you will live."But he, desiring to justify
himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replied, "A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who
stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he passed by
on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to
where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him
and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his
own beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of
him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.'
Which of these three, do you think proved neighbor to the man who fell
among the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed mercy on him." And
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise!"
The Gospel contains two crucial questions: "what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?" and “who is my neighbor?” The link between them is clear: it is the
answer to the first question—“to inherit eternal life one must love God and

love one’s neighbor”—that prompts the second question. To love God is a
clear, albeit difficult command; but to love one’s neighbor is difficult to
understand. Hence: “who is my neighbor?” Skipping to the end of the parable
that our Lord tells in reply, we find the answer, “the neighbor is the one who
shows mercy,” followed by a firm command: “go and do likewise!”
From very early on, the Fathers of the Church have interpreted the
parable of the Good Samaritan in a spiritual key: the man who fell among
robbers and is found wounded, barely alive, is fallen humankind; the priest
and the Levite who come by but do not help signify the Old Testament Law,
which pointed out sin but was not able to heal it; the Good Samaritan is God
the Son, who came to raise the fallen, to heal the sick, to restore humankind
to its lost Paradise glory; water, oil, and wine stand for the sacraments of the
Church. This is not just fanciful allegory. It is not difficult to see that the first
one to be our neighbor, by showing mercy, is precisely God! Indeed, this is
the content of the Gospel, the Good News: God has come searching for us,
fallen and wounded as we were, has come bearing healing and restoration.
Let us remember, however, that the Lord is perfectly clear about what
we, the hearers, have to do: “go and do likewise!” To do so, we have plenty of
pointers from the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan does not (not for an
instance) ask whether the man is “worthy” of his attention or help. He also
does not enquire about what got the poor man into his predicament: was the
man perhaps drunk? Did he congregate with the wrong sort of people? Was it
perhaps a trick to ambush innocent and naïve passers-by? The Good
Samaritan also did not mind forsaking his own interests for as much time as
was necessary to help, he did not limit the extent of his expenses, and he
made sure that he would remain anonymous to the one he saved.
We are called to work together with the Good Samaritan, to live in
Christ and extend His presence and work to others here and now, so that our
fellowship with Him would extend into eternity.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: Divine Liturgy will be at Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Church, our
close neighbor at 21 Evergreen Road, Lyndora, PA 16045. The three Orthodox
parishes in the area (ours, St. Andrew [OCA], and Sts. Peter and Paul
[Ukrainian]) are coming together for Liturgy followed by a pre-Advent meal.
Next Saturday/ Sunday, 19-20 November: No Vespers and Matins. Fr. Bogdan
will be out of town to present a paper at the Society for Biblical Literature. Fr.
James Purdie will be serving Divine Liturgy; please extend our hospitality to
him by bringing some food to share after the service.
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 7:30 pm, at Perkins: Bible Study in Cranberry. We are
planning to meet once a month.

In case you missed the announcement …
Good news! Ignatius and Aimilia are preparing to get married on
February 5. More good news! Jonathan and Joanna are preparing to get
married in June! Please keep these young couples and their families in
your prayers.

