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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

2 September 2012 
 

— Tone 4.  Martyr Mamas of Cæsarea in Cappadocia, and his parents Theodotus and 
Rufina (3rd c.); the 3618 Martyrs who suffered at Nicomedia (3rd-4th c.); St. John the 
Faster, Patriarch of Constantinople (595); Ven. Anthony and Theodosius of the Kievan 
Caves (10th-11th c.).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON 
 

 

It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O Most 
High!  R.: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 

To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night!   (R.:) 
 

Upright is the Lord our God and there is no unrighteousness in Him (R.:)  
 

Glory… Now and ever… (R.:) 
, 
 

 

 

SECOND ANTIPHON 
 

 

The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with 
strength and hath girt Himself!   (R.:) O Son of God, Who art risen from 
the dead: save us who sing to Thee, “Alleluia”! 
 

For He established the world which shall not be shaken!   (R.:) 
 

Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days!  (R.:) 
 

Glory… Now and ever…  (Only begotten Son and Word of God …) 
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AT THE LITTLE ENTRANCE 
 

 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ!  Save us, O Son of God, 
Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: “Alleluia”! 
 
TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 4): Having learned the joyful 
message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples cast from 
them their parental condemnation, and proudly broke the news to the 
disciples, saying:  “Death hath been spoiled.  Christ God is risen, granting the 
world great mercy!” 
 
TROPARION FOR ST. MAMAS (Tone 4): Thy Martyr Mamas, O Lord, in his 
courageous contest for Thee received as the prize the crowns of incorruption 
and life from Thee, our immortal God.  For since he possessed Thy strength, 
he cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the demons' strengthless 
presumption.  O Christ God, by his prayers, save our souls, since Thou art 
merciful. 
 
Glory … TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY (Tone 4, Russian): Like the 
zealous Elijah thou didst become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright 
ways. A dweller in the wilderness, thou didst steady the world by prayer. O 
Father Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation. 
 
Now and ever … KONTAKION FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 
(Tone 4):  By thy holy Nativity, O immaculate one, Joachim and Anna were 

freed from the reproach of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from the 
corruption of death. This thy people, redeemed from the guilt of offences, 
celebrate by crying to thee: “The barren woman giveth birth to the 
Theotokos, the nourisher of our life!” 



 

S 
 

TODAY’S APOSTLE READING 
 
 

Prokeimenon:  How magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In Wisdom hast Thou 
made them all.  Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 
The Reading is from Saint Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians  

 (1 Cor 16:13-24) 
 

Brethren: be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.  Let 
all that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household 
of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted 
themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to such men 
and to every fellow worker and laborer.  I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas 
and Fortunatus and Achaicos, because they have made up for your absence; 
for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours.  Give recognition to such men.  
The churches of Asia send greetings.  Aquila and Prisca, together with the 
church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.  All the 
brethren send greetings.  Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write 
this greeting with my own hand.  If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him 
be accursed.  Our Lord, come!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  My 
love be with you all in Christ Jesus, Amen! 
 
Like any letter, this epistle to the Christians in Corinth shows a number of 
very personal elements: there are references to specific persons known to the 
addressee and the addressor (and whom we have no way of knowing), 
personal greetings are conveyed, and there is even an invitation to 
acknowledge the authenticity of this letter: “I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand.” 

 And yet, there are things in this passage that remain valid over the 
centuries, even for us today. “Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be 
courageous, be strong!”  Indeed, an essential part of our Christian life is 
growing in courage.  Already by the end of the first century, in an anonymous 
writing called “The Shepherd,” one finds the following dialogue between a 
Christian and his guiding angel on the topic of fear and courage: “Listen to 
me for a moment. Man is eager to keep the commandments of God, and 
there is no one who does not ask of the Lord that strength may be given him 
for these commandments. But the devil is hard, and holds sway over them. 
The angel replied: The devil goes to all the servants of God to try them. As 



many as are full in the faith resist him strongly, and he withdraws from them, 
having no way by which he might enter them. He goes to the empty, and 
finding a way of entrance into them, he produces in them whatever he 
wishes. But I, the angel of repentance, say to you: Do not fear not the devil; 
for I was sent to be with you who repent with all your heart, to make you 
strong in faith. If you return to the Lord with all your heart, and practise 
righteousness the rest of your days, He will heal your former sins, and you 
will have power to hold sway over the works of the devil. But as to the 
threats of the devil, fear them not at all, for he is powerless as the sinews of a 
dead man.  But fear the Lord, for fearing the Lord you will have dominion 
over the devil.”   

So, the icy, paralyzing fright and the phantasms sown by the evil one will 
be driven out by our taking refuge in God, our Maker and Redeemer.  We 
speak of “fear of God” because all the patriarchs and prophets and saints 
testify to this.  “Fear of God” comes from the fact that, like the prodigal son, 
we have been hiding and running away for such a long time—since Adam!  
And yet, the fear of God is mixed with a sense of being summoned by Him, 
called and asked to come and see and touch and taste something truly 
amazing, truly beautiful and good for us.   

Our patron saint, Anthony the Great, teaches (and you can read it on the 
new icon at the entrance) that fear of God will in due time teach us love.  
Saint Anthony gave witness: I no longer fear God, but love Him!  
 Above all, let this word from today’s Epistle accompany us: “Let all that 
you do be done in love.”  There are so many reasons and goals for what we 
do, many of them honorable, justified, important. In Church, however, our 
actions are measured in this way only: all that we do should be done with 
love.    
 

 
     

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING 
 

 

  The Reading is from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew 
(Mat 21:33-42) 

 

The Lord spoke this parable:  “There was a householder who planted a 
vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a 
tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another country.  When the 
season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; 



and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another.  Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the 
same to them.  Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 
my son.’  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is 
the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’  And they took him 
and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  When therefore the owner 
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”  Jesus said to 
them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the 
builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’” 
 
To the hearers of this parable, the meaning of what Jesus had said was pretty 
clear: a few verses after the end of the parable, it says, “Now when the chief 
priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking 
of them.”  How was he speaking of them? In short: the landowner is God, the 
vineyard is the revelation to the people of Israel, the vinedressers are the 
religious establishment of Israel, the servants sent out by the landowner are 
the prophets sent by God to Israel. And the son of the landowner, as you 
probably guessed, is the Son of God, Jesus himself. Understood in this way, 
the parable is a strong indictment of the hardheartedness with which Israel’s 
priests and theologians kept opposing the proclamation of the Good News, 
and their determination to kill the messenger rather than to accept the 
message and be transformed into children of God.  For us, today, however, 
the parable is no less relevant. Where are we in this parable? The parable 
pushes us to determine our place in this story. Are we the servants of God, 
sent out to extend the Liturgy into our daily lives and our interaction with 
family, friends, neighbors? Or are we those who fancied themselves owners of 
the vineyard, and who set themselves against God? We should never forget 
that the Christian Church—the living organism where we gradually change 
course, repent, and accept God’s work in us—is not something we can take 
credit for or boast about. If “it is marvelous in our eyes”, it is because “this 
was the Lord’s doing”!  The cornerstone of the Church is Jesus Christ, his 
coming from God, his becoming man, his suffering, death, and resurrection.  
Everything is here as a gift from God, to be received with open heart, like a 
child: take, eat, see that the Lord is good; rejoice, and pass it on.   



 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Reminder:  pledges, if you want to offer some financial support for Ignatius 
and Amy. Please talk to Leigh or Georgia.  
 

Sat., September 8: VESPERS 5pm – note the early time!  Dollie is hosting a 
"Ladies of St. Anthony's" get-together at her home, after Vespers.  Campfire, 
hot dogs, etc.   
 

A new year of Sunday School will start with the blessing of the children, 
parents, and teachers on Sunday, September 16.   
 

Saturday 29 September, 6:30 PM: Introduction to Orthodoxy!  We will learn 
about the life of Anthony the Great, as told by St Athanasius of Alexandria. 
After some Q&A, we will conclude by praying together the Akathist of St 
Anthony the Great. 
 
 

Remember in your prayers    
 

LIVING:  Peter and family, Georgia and Scot, Richard (Michaels), Karen 
(Joanna’s mother), Victoria (Frank’s mother), Diane, Sula, Fran, Dolores 
(Bingham), Angelica, Karyn, Ignatius and Amy, Jonathan and Joanna, Andrei 
and Nyoka, Jackie (Ed’s friend).   
 
DEPARTED:  Priest James and khouria Mae, Richard, Dolores Patricia 
(Thompson), Leatrice (Totin),  Ed (Joanna’s grandfather), Abie, Nicolae 
(Silviu’s father), Joseph (Rose’s father), Fred (Dollie’s uncle), Bob (Diane’s 
father), Michael, Gabriel, Lance,  Nancy (Dunkle), Eugenia (Cristina’s 
godmother).  
 


