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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
2 August 2014
TONE 8 — Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with him (257); Venerable Photeini the wonderworker of Carpasia
in Cyprus; Blessed Basil the Fool-for-Christ, wonderworker of Moscow (1552). Bl. Basil of Kubensk (15th c.).

FIRST ANTIPHON
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O Most High! Refrain: Through
the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy
truth by night! (R.:) Upright is the Lord our God and there is no unrighteousness in Him (R.:)
Glory… Now and ever… (R.:)

SECOND ANTIPHON
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with strength and has girt Himself!
(R.:) Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead: save us who sing to Thee, “Alleluia”!
For He established the world which shall not be shaken! (R.:) Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto
length of days! (R.:) Glory… Now and ever… (Only begotten Son and Word of God …)

AT THE LITTLE ENTRANCE
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ! O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, save
us who sing to Thee: “Alleluia”!
TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 8): From the heights Thou didst descend, O
compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us
from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee!
TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT (Tone 4, Russian): Like the zealous Elijah thou didst
become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways. A dweller in the wilderness, thou didst
steady the world by prayer. O Father Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
KONTAKION FOR TRANSFIGURATION (Tone 7): Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy
Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should
see Thee crucified, they would remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all
the world that Thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.
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TODAY’S APOSTLE READING
Prokeimenon: O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God!
From Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians
(1 Cor 3:9-17) Brethren: we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to
the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise architect I laid a foundation, and another builds
upon it. Let each one take heed how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; everyone’s work will become manifest; for the Day will declare it, because it
will be revealed by fire, and the fire itself will test each one’s work of what sort it is. If anyone’s work
which was built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he
will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as by fire. Do you know that you are a temple of
God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy
him. For the temple of God is holy, and you are that temple.
Since we are preparing for the great feast of our Lord’s Transfiguration, let us learn from the
Apostle Paul how God—the living God—is present and active in us, his temples.
First of all: the foundation of anything we do or say or think, writes the Apostle, is that “we are
God’s field, we are God’s building.” That is, God is the creator, He who made heaven and earth. But to
us humans God is not simply the creator: he has made us as his dialogue-partners, to be actively
involved in relation to him and to one another. We are “God’s fellow-workers”!
This is a very bold statement. If indeed we are fellow-workers of the Creator, then, even though we
are creatures, we are called to join in the Creator’s creative energy, to be “created co-creators.” And if
so, what common “project” can we and God collaborate in? The answer is that we are actually at
work, side by side with God, to build up a temple; yet, that temple is . . . us! In short, then, we are
collaborating with God in creating ourselves!
How should we understand this? Let us start by stating that we are not a finished product, but a
work-in-progress. The Scriptures express this truth by saying that we are made according to the image
of God in view of an ever-growing likeness with Him. Our horizon is eternal progress, growth, a
continual creation.
“Do you know,” continues St. Paul, “that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?” Well, then, let us think back to the Temple in Jerusalem. God had provided the blueprint to
Moses and David—the heavenly pattern for that earthly building; and God also provided the
mysterious and powerful presence in the Temple—the “glory”. But human hands had to build the walls
and the furnishings, and again human prayer was to rise from there. So also with us: we are made by
God, “we are all the work of His hands”; but we are called to collaborate with the presence of God in
us, to increase our humanity and make it more and more Christ-like.
This entire process of “building”, which could also be called “growth” or “transfiguration” or
“ascent” in God, is only possible in Christ. Paul is writing to insiders of the faith, who have turned
away from idolatry and sin, committed themselves to Christ, received Baptism and the seal of the Gift
of the Holy Spirit—this is how anyone begins. Once we have entered the Church, we soon realize that
the Church is a dynamic reality, a place of growth, a place in which we collaborate with our Lord who
is at work to heal, purify, and transfigure us with his grace.
As Christians, then, we have an infinite responsibility, since we will have to give an account of our
fellowship with God in “working out our salvation.” "The foundation is Christ. We build on this
foundation … Let each one take heed how he builds upon it. If anyone destroys the temple of God,
God will destroy him.”

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING
From the Gospel according to Saint Matthew
(Mat 14:22-34)
At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the
other side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the
mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the disciples’ boat by this
time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them.
And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when the Disciples saw
Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But
immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And Peter answered Him,
“Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat
and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning
to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out His hand and caught him, saying
to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God!” And when they had
crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
The Gospel reading today ties in very well with Saint Paul’s bold statement about Christians being
“fellow-workers with God”, collaborators with divine grace in the process of their salvation. The Gospel
shows us how this works.

The disciples were terrified … they cried out for fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying,
“Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” Note that they are not frightened by the wind and the waves, although
the Gospel does say that the boat was beaten by the waves, and the wind was against them. Nevertheless,
they are afraid of the God who comes near them! Life, in other words, can be tough and scary; but to
come face to face with God and to feel the presence of divine glory can be terrible. This is why God
commanded Adam and Eve to keep away from the tree of knowledge and life; and the people of Israel
were told to keep at a distance from Mount Sinai; and a temple service was instituted, guaranteeing a
sort of “safe” and gradual approach to the presence of God.
How can I be God’s fellow-worker, given the radical incompatibility with God’s holiness? The disciples
were terrified … they cried out for fear. And we are also told to approach the Eucharistic chalice not
carelessly or casually, but “in the fear of God, with faith and love.” Still, Christ’s words are encouraging
and empowering: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!” And when Peter, weak in faith, is starting to drown,
we read that Jesus immediately reached out His hand and caught him.
To live as fellow-workers of God, assisting Him, as it were, in His work of recreating us, fallen
creatures, to become again likenesses of Christ, is definitely not living on easy street. The saints of the
Church know it from experience, and we are in awe of this Life flowing in them and illumining them.
But we are all called—even we, who are just beginning. We should approach, since we have been called;
let us draw near in the fear of God, with faith and love.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Thursday-Friday, August 5-6: all Orthodox churches in the area are coming together to celebrate
the Transfiguration of Lord at the Monastery of the Transfiguration in Ellwood City.
o Wednesday 8/5, 6PM: Vigil
o Thursday 8/6: 9:30 PM: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
noon: lunch
2:30 PM: Holy Unction.
 Parish picnic: August 23 after Liturgy, Dollie’s place.
 Women’s retreat: August 28-29 (Fri-Sat)
 Sunday, 9/20: Pan-Orthodox Liturgy and picnic.

Remember in your prayers
LIVING: Shea & Katie, newly chrismated; pr. Paisius; Stelian (Cezar’s father); Seba, Lisa, and Sam (Michaels),
Norma, Bill and Ann, George (Georgiades), Christine (Abraham), Jim, Tony, Samantha, Luke (relatives of
Dollie's), Norma, Richard (Johns), Bill, Ed, Peter, Georgia and Scot, Sam, Karen (Joanna’s mother), Diane, Sula,
Dollie, Dolores (Bingham), Karyn, Ignatius and Amy, John, Jonathan and Joanna, Andrei and Nyoka, Benjamin,
John, Janet, Christy (relative of Jean); Yvonne (Ben’s mother); John and Julie (Smolen); Dennis, Vincent, Roy and
Laura, Danny, Danny, Cathy (relatives of John and Julie); Diane; Tim and Caroline (Becker). Ron, catechumen;
Garrett & Autumn, seeking the true faith.
DEPARTED: Sue (Stacey’s mother), Victoria (Frank’s mother), and Craig (Jean’s son-in-law) – newly departed;
Abie Abraham; Patrick (Rose’s brother); Josephine (Julie’s sister); Hieromonk Roman (Braga); priest Thomas
(Hopko); Emil (Cristina’s uncle), Cristian (Andronic); Timothy (John and Julie Smolen’s nephew); Rick, Phyllis
(Seba’s husband and sister), Angeliki, Joe and David Sipos; Bill (Georgia's father-in-law), Glenn (Jean's
grandson); Stella, Edmund (Ed’s uncle), Richard, Dolores Patricia (Thompson), Leatrice (Totin), Ed (Joanna’s
grandfather), Joseph (Rose’s father), Fred (Dollie’s uncle), Bob (Diane’s father), Michael, Gabriel, Hilda (Chris
Abraham’s mother), Alfred.

