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S IXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
9 October 2016 

 

 

TONE 7—Holy Apost le James ( Jacob) , Son of Alphæus (1st c .) .  Ven. Andronicus , and 
his wife Athanasia ,  of Egypt (5th c .) .  Righteous forefather Abraham, and his nephew, 
Lot (ca . 2000 B.C.) .  Martyrs Juventius and Maximus at Antioch (363). St .  Publ ia the 
Confessor , Deaconess , of Antioch (4th c .) .  Ven. Peter of Galat ia (9th c .) .  
Hieromartyr Dionysius of Paris ,  Bishop (ca . 258).  
 

 
 

 

F IRST ANTIPHON 
 

 
 

I t  is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O Most High!  
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! To proclaim in the 
morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night! (R.:) Upright is the Lord our God and 
there is no unrighteousness in Him  (R.:)  Glory… Now and ever…  (R.:) 
 

 

SECOND ANTIPHON 
 

 

The Lord is King, He is c lothed with majesty ;  the Lord is c lothed with strength and 
has girt Himself ! (R.:) Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, as we chant to Thee, 
“Alleluia”! For He establ ished the world which shal l  not be shaken!  (R.:) Holiness 
bef its Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days! (R.:) Glory… Now and ever… (Only 
begotten Son and Word of God …) 
 
 

 

L ITTLE ENTRANCE 
 

 
 

 

Come, let us worship and fa l l  down before Christ !  O Son of God, Who art r isen from 
the dead, save us who sing to Thee: “Al le luia” ! 
 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 7): Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst 
open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy and 
didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world 
great mercy.  
 
TROPARION OF THE HOLY APOSTLE JAMES (Tone 3): O holy apostle James, intercede with the 
merciful God to grant to our souls forgiveness of sins. 



TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT (Tone 4, Russian): Like the zealous Elijah thou didst 
become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways. A dweller in the wilderness, thou didst 
steady the world by prayer. O Father Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation. 
 
KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS (Tone 4): O protection of Christians that cannot be put to 
shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who 
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten 
to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them 
that honor thee. 
 
 

 
 

 
S 
 

TODAY’S APOSTLE READING 
 

 
 

Prokeimenon:  The Lord will give strength to His people. 
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 

 
From the Second Epist le of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

 
 

(2 Corinthians 6:1-10) Brethren, as we work together with Him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain . For it says ,  "At an acceptable t ime I have l istened 
to you, and on a day of salvat ion I have helped you." See , the acceptable t ime is 
now; see , the day of salvat ion is now!  We are putt ing no obstacle in anyone's way, 
so that no fault may be found with our ministry , but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in aff l ict ions , 
hardships , calamit ies ,  beat ings , imprisonments , r iots ,  labors ,  s leepless nights ,  
hunger ; by purity ,  knowledge, patience, kindness ,  hol iness of spir it ,  genuine love , 
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of r ighteousness for the 
r ight hand and for the left ;  in honor and dishonor, in i l l  repute and good repute . 
We are treated as impostors ,  and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are wel l  known; 
as dying, and see-- we are al ive ;  as punished, and yet not ki l led ;  as sorrowful ,  yet 
a lways rejoic ing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything.  
 

Saint Paul didn’t have an easy time with the Corinthians. In the two epistles sent to them, one 
can easily see how he constantly had to defend his apostolic ministry in the face of all kinds of 
denigrations and challenges to his spiritual authority.  Throughout his ministry he never grew bitter or 
cynical, despite his aff l ict ions , hardships , calamit ies ,  beatings , imprisonments , labors ,  
s leepless nights ,  and hunger .  We read instead that by cooperating with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, the Apostle used these challenges as a breeding ground—a compost of sorts!—for wonderful 
fruits, such as patience, kindness ,  hol iness of spir it ,  genuine love , truthful speech!   
 We might not be Saint Paul.  But we can heed his fervent plea: do not accept the grace of 
God in vain. In other words, we are to take seriously that which we have received in Baptism, and 
allow the grace of God to work in us.  This must be, as the very first words of today’s Epistle make it 
clear, a “working together,” a cooperation. It is by “synergy” (Greek for “cooperation”) that Saul the 
persecutor became Paul the Apostle; and it is out of his own experience of cooperating with God’s 
grace that he gives us counsel.   
 Saint Paul shows us how to read Scripture and use it for our furtherance of our life with God. 
He is quoting Isaiah 49:8 (“At an acceptable t ime I have l istened to you, and on a day of 
salvat ion I have helped you”) and then applies this text to himself: “the acceptable time” is now, 



“the day of salvation” is now.  Indeed, when read as the word of God, Scripture is not about some 
other people at some time in the past; it is always now, and always about us.  The ancient Hebrews 
knew this truth very well: “The Lord did not make this covenant with our fathers ,  but 
with us ,  with al l  those of us al ive here today” (Deut 5:3). 
 If that is so, let us hear the words of Saint Paul not as being addressed to the Corinthians two 
thousand years ago, but to us, who are alive here today: we urge you also not to receive the 
grace of God in vain! 
 
 
 

 
S 
 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING 
 

 

From the Gospel according to Saint Luke 
 

(Luke 7:11-16)   Jesus went to a city cal led Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd 
went with him. As he drew near to the gate of the city ,  behold, a man who had died 
was being carried out , the only son of his mother , and she was a widow; and a large 
crowd from the city was with him. And when the Lord saw her , he had compassion 
on her and said to her "Do not weep." And he came and touched the bier ,  and the 
bearers stood st i l l .  And he said , "Young man, I say to you arise ." And the dead man 
sat up and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother . Fear seized them al l ;  and 
they glori f ied God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" 

 

Some of the miracles that the Lord performed may seem a bit trivial from the point of view of 
His great mission. So, for instance, is the miracle of changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana; 
or the multiplication of breads and fishes. Other miracles might strike us as “unfair” because of their 
partiality: why did he heal some people, and not all sick people? And, in case of today’s Gospel, why did 
he raise this boy, and not all children who, to this day, die before their parents’ eyes? “He had 
compassion,” Saint Luke says; the boy was the only son of her mother, and she was a widow who 
would have been left alone, powerless to care for herself in the society of that day and age—so Jesus 
had compassion. Well, why then and not now and always? Why did He have compassion on that widow 
mother and not on all those in similar circumstances?  

Sometimes the Church does not have easy or soothing answers. And that is because the Church 
is preaching the Gospel, not fairy tales. Part of the Good News is that the Kingdom has already come, 
but not yet “in full power.” Already but not yet! We are still waiting for the world to be transformed 
into the image and likeness of the risen Christ; we are still praying, “Thy Kingdom come!”; and our 
Liturgy is already a foreshadowing, but not yet that day.   

Remember that the people who ate of the bread that had been miraculously multiplied 
eventually became hungry again; the guests at the wedding went back to drinking regular water and 
wine the next day; and the son of the widow, like Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead, eventually 
died.  Christ did what we call “miracles” drawn by compassion and, in the case of Cana, at the 
intercession of his mother. And yet, these are only a foreshadowing of the true miracle: the 
Resurrection of Christ, which opens the door for our resurrection.  

Lazarus, the friend of the Lord, as well the young boy from Nain, and each and every one of us 
who believe and confess Christ, are going to be like He is: “risen”—that is, freed from mortality, so that 
we no longer die; feasting in the age to come with love and joy that never grow sour and are ever 
renewed. This is what we confess in the Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come!”  

All of this, however, begins here and now. It begins, as the Creed states, with “I acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.” Whether baptized as children or coming to the faith later in life, 



this is our first resurrection, when the grace of God reveals Christ in us: "Young man, I  say to you 
arise!" and we start on a journey from this first resurrection—“conversion”, if you wish—to the 
Resurrection we expect in the age to come. The young man in Nain stands for each one of us.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 
 

TODAY 3:30 pm, Butler Country Club: Retirement Celebrat ion Banquet for Fr . 
Joseph Wargo, who ends his 40-year ministry as pastor of St. Andrew Orthodox Church.  
 
Next Sunday: Fr. Bogdan will be serving at our mission in Cranberry. Our guest at St. Anthony’s will 
be Fr. Anthony Roeber, who will be serving Matins and Divine Liturgy.      
 
Sunday, October 23: our parish is invited for Divine Liturgy at Sts. Peter and Paul (the service will 
be presided by His Grace Bishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Church). Father Paisius McGrath celebrates 
his 50th birthday and ten years since his ordination. The Divine Liturgy will be followed by a common 
meal at the Ukrainian Hall. Tickets are $ 15 for adults, $ 5 for students; children eat free.  

 
 
 
 
 
Remember in your prayers  

 
 

L IVING: Job; Ann; Mary Ann (Jean’s daughter); Stelian (Cezar’s father); Seba, Lisa, and Sam 
(Michaels), Norma; George (Georgiades), Christine (Abraham), Marion and Jim Raimondi (relatives of 
Dollie's), Norma, Richard (Johns), Ed, Peter, Georgia and Scot, Sam, Karen (Joanna’s mother), Diane, 
Sula, Dollie, Karyn, Fr. Ignatius and Amy, John, Jonathan and Joanna, Andrei, John, Janet, Christy 
(relatives of Jean); John and Julie (Smolen); Dennis, Vincent, Roy and Laura, Danny, Danny, Cathy 
(relatives of John and Julie); Diane; Shea and Katie (expecting); Christine, Phoebe, Tina. Garrett & 
Autumn, Benjamin – seeking the true faith. 
 
DEPARTED: Iosif (Cristina’s father); Victoria and Susan (mothers of Frank and Stacy); Richard 
(Minto) from Sts Peter and Paul; Bill; Dolores (Bingham), Diane (Georgia’s sister); Gladys (Smolen); 
David (Steve’s father-in-law); Donald (Norma’s brother); William (Fr. Paisius’s father); Craig (Jean’s 
son-in-law); Abie Abraham; Patrick (Rose’s brother); Josephine (Julie’s sister); Cristian (Andronic); Rick, 
Phyllis (Seba’s husband and sister), Angeliki, Joe and David Sipos; Glenn (Jean's grandson); Stella, 
Edmund (Ed’s uncle), Richard, Leatrice (Totin), Ed (Joanna’s grandfather), Joseph (Rose’s father), Fred 
(Dollie’s uncle); Lance; Bob (Diane’s father), Michael, Gabriel, Hilda (Chris Abraham’s mother), Alfred, 
Stormy (friend of Ron’s).  
 
 

  
 


