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TONE 5 —Ven. Macarius the Great of Egypt (390-391); Ven. Macarius of Alexandria (394-395); St. 
Mark, Archbishop of Ephesus (15th c.). 
 
 

 

FIRST ANTIPHON 
 

 

It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy Name, O Most High!  Refrain: Through 
the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 
 

To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night!   (R.:) 
 

Upright is the Lord our God and there is no unrighteousness in Him  (R.:)  
 

Glory… Now and ever… (R.:) 

 
 

 

SECOND ANTIPHON 
 

 

The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with strength and hath girt Himself!   
 (R.:)  O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead: save us who sing to Thee, “Alleluia”! 
 

For He established the world which shall not be shaken!   (R.:) 
 

Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days!  (R.:) 
 

Glory… Now and ever…  (Only begotten Son and Word of God …) 

 
 

 

AT THE LITTLE ENTRANCE 
 

 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ!  O Son of God, Who art risen from the 
dead, save us who sing to Thee: “Alleluia”! 
 

 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION (Tone 5:  Let us believers praise and worship the Word; 
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in 
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
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TROPARION OF SAINT MAKARIOS OF EGYPT (Tone 1):  Thou didst prove to be a citizen of the 
desert, an angel in the flesh, and a wonderworker, O Makarios, our God-bearing Father. By fasting, 
vigil, and prayer thou didst obtain heavenly gifts, and thou healest the sick and the souls of them that 
have recourse to thee with faith. Glory to Him that hath given thee strength! Glory to Him that hath 
crowned thee! Glory to Him that worketh healings for all through thee! 
 
TROPARION OF SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT (Tone 4, Russian): Like the zealous Elijah thou didst 
become, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways. A dweller in the wilderness, thou didst 
steady the world by prayer. O Father Anthony, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation. 
 
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST (Tone 1_): Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, 
didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to 
save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the 
Lover of mankind. 
 
    
 

 

 

TODAY’S APOSTLE READING 
 

, 

Prokeimenon: How great are Thy works, O Lord, in Wisdom hast Thou made them all!   
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Epistle to the Colosians 
(Col 3:4-11) 

 

Brethren: when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to 
death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In 
these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old 
nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after 
the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man, but Christ is all and in all. 
 
Today’s Epistle speaks about cutting out anger, malice, lies, slander, foul talk, all manner of sexual 
impurity, and greed.  We all know pretty well that these vices estrange us from God and His Kingdom. 
If there is something surprising, it is that Saint Paul adds a special note to greed—covetousness: he 
says that greed is a form of idolatry. Idolatry? Yes, greed is idolatry! Because greed is a twisted 
emotional attachment, an addiction even, to wealth.  

We are all looking for personal security and for a place, a status, in society. This is natural. But 
covetousness means that we entrust ourselves, with our aspirations and our need for trust and security, 
to "having" all kinds of earthly possessions. In short, it means believing that security comes from 
money, and that being someone comes from stuff, and lots of it. With this, money is a god, and we 
have sold ourselves into slavery to this god.  And Christ warns us at: "No one can serve two masters. 
You cannot serve both God and money!" (Matthew 6:24).  

Let us now turn to what being a Christian means, according to the Apostle.  It is not simply 
about doing certain things and abstaining from others. If we avoid cursing, lying, and slandering, it is 
not merely because they are “not nice” or “bad for society.” Christian morality is not about keeping a 
certain set of rules, but about exercising here and now “the life of the age to come” (the last item we 



confess in the Creed). The life of the age to come is, in fact, communion with Christ Himself. That is 
why, being with Christ in the age to come is possible only if we practice living “in Christ” in this age.   

Note the wording of the Apostle: “when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.” In other words, when Christ appears in glory, either He will be the very content of 
our lives, or we will find ourselves outside of the life of the Kingdom.  It is for this reason that our day-
to-day existence matters tremendously: either we struggle to make Christ’s life our own, anticipating 
the full glory of the Kingdom to come, or we are increasingly sabotaging our chances in the age to 
come. 
 Our life in Christ is a return to true humanity. With his becoming man (as we celebrate at 
Christmas), the Word of God has taken on our human nature and healed it. What is more, this 
renewed humanity is not His personal privilege, but a gift He shares with us: “Christ in all!” Christian 
morality means, therefore, to give ourselves and all our live to Him, “trading in,” as it were, our fallen 
humanity for the life of the “new Adam.” In the words of the Apostle, “put off the old nature with its 
practices (anger, malice, lies, slander, foul talk, sexual impurity, etc) and put on the new nature 
renewed after the image of the Creator.”  

 
 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL READING 
 

 

The Reading is from the Gospel according to Saint Luke 
(Luke 17:12-19) 

 
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up 
their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." When Jesus saw them He said to them, "Go 
and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, turned back, giving glory to God with a loud voice; and fell on his face at Jesus' 
feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus, "Were not ten cleansed? Where are 
the nine? Was no one found to return and give glory to God except this foreigner?" And Jesus said to 
him, "Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well." 
 

The Gospel of Luke delights in showing how the occasional “outsider” is, unexpectedly, closer to 
God than those who deceive themselves with the false comfort of being “insiders” in name only.  Thus, 
the prodigal son comes to his senses, while the “good” son’s envy and anger is put on a frightening 
display; the Samaritan shows pity and generosity with the wounded traveler, while the “professionals of 
the Law” (the priest and the Levite) pass by without intervening; the tax-collector—a real scumbag, no 
doubt—begs for God’s mercy and receives it, while the rigorously religious but arrogant Pharisee 
misses the encounter with God. And today we see that a Samaritan, “a foreigner” to Israel’s covenant 
with God, is nevertheless closer to God than the nine sons of the covenant who received the same 
healing.  
 The first point to ponder is that they were all lepers.  The point is not that they were all sick 
people but that they were terrible sinners. How so? In the general perception, leprosy was a sign of 
being punished, cursed by God, for some unknown misdeed.  Hence, ten terrible sinner, and the Lord 
healed—that is, forgave and healed—all of them!   

Seconly, although the Lord healed all of them, only one returns to given thanks—and that one is 
a Samaritan! Why is it important that he was Samaritan? Because Samaritans were considered heretics, 
people who distorted the revelation to Moses, enemies of the true faith upheld by the Jerusalem 
temple.  "Samaritan" was used as an insult.  Therefore, just as with the good Samaritan (compared to 



the religious but callous Israelite priests), and just as with Canaanite woman (whose faith is greater 
than that found in all of Israel), it is significant that the only one who returns to give thanks to God is 
a Samaritan! 

What do we get out of this story? Sometimes people imagine that God would punish the nine 
with a return of that awful disease; but this thought is not worthy of the good and gracious God we 
worship. Besides, not returning to give thanks is itself a terrible form of self-punishment. Indeed, the 
nine are missing something that only the Samaritan receives. Clearly, then, we stand to learn a lot from 
the Samaritan today.  
 For one, the Samaritan is the only one among the ten who had been healed of leprosy, who also 
hears: “your faith has made you well!" This means that even while they had received physical healing, 
the nine missed the much greater opportunity of meeting God, and being made well in their whole 
being. Returning to Jesus to give thanks to God, the Samaritan also teaches us about the mystery of 
meeting God face to face. How did he give thanks to God? “He fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving Him 
thanks.”  In short, even without full understanding, the Samaritan shares with us the knowledge that 
“whoever has seen the Son has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
  We imitate “this foreigner” in his turning back to give thanks to God every time we celebrate 
the Divine Liturgy and speak, through the priest:  
 

“You brought us from non-existence into being, and when we had fallen away You raised us up 
again; You left nothing undone until You brought us up to heaven and had granted us Your 
Kingdom that is to come. For all these things we give thanks to You, and to Your only-begotten 
Son, and to Your Holy Spirit—for all the benefits we have received, known and unknown, 
manifest or hidden. And we also give thanks for this Liturgy which You have been well pleased 
to accept from our hands …” 

 

 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 Holy Water.  If you haven’t done so already, please make sure to take home a bottle of blessed 

water.  The custom is to take a sip in the morning, before eating or drinking anything else.  

 House blessings.  If you wish to receive the blessing of Theophany in your homes, Fr. Bogdan 

will be available on Saturdays and Sundays afternoons and evenings.   

 Sunday February 2: Baptism of Miruna Bucur (9:30). Everyone warmly invited for the service of 

Baptism (9:30) and the lunch following Divine Liturgy. 

 
Remember in your prayers    

 

LIVING: Julie, Dollie and her family, Cristina and Miruna, Chris (Abraham), Sam, Richard (Johns), 
George (Georgiades) and family, Bill, Georgia and Scot, Karyn, Victoria, Sula, Dolores (Bingham), 
Ignatius and Amy, Jonathan and Joanna, Andrei and Nyoka; Abbess Pelagia and the nuns of St Thecla 
Monastery in Syria; Robert Smolen and Gregory Sinkevich (cousins of John Smolen).  
 

DEPARTED: Alex (Julie Smolen’s brother), Connie (Svolos), Hilda, Andy (Michaels), Jeannie (Ferver), 
David (Sipos), Edmund, Richard, Dolores Patricia (Thompson), Leatrice (Totin), Abie, Joseph (Rose’s 
father), Fred (Dollie’s uncle), Bob (Diane’s father), Eugenia (Cristina’s godmother), Faynasia, Niculai, 
Abie (Abraham). 
  


